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Dharwad stakes claim for new IIT

http://www.business-standard.com/article/current-affairs/dharwad-stakes-claim-for-new-iit-115030401194 1.html

With Union minister Arun Jaitley announcing plans to establish an Indian Institute of Technology (lIT) in Karnataka in his
Budget last Saturday, the debate over the location of the premier institution is hotting up.

Various organisations in North Karnataka are planning to mount pressure on the Union government to establish the
much sought-after lIT near Dharwad on the Dharwad-Belagavi road. It was the then Union human resources
development minister S R Bommai who had moved the proposal to the Central government to establish an IIT in
Dharwad in the 1990s. The demand had first come from Dharwad, a hub of education.

Successive governments in the state had been pressuring the Union government to establish an lIT in Karnataka, but
there had been no response from the Centre.

After the NDA government came to power, BJP leaders from the state, led by former chief minister Jagadish Shettar,
state BJP president and MP Prahlad Joshi and others met Union Human Resources Development minister Smriti Irani and
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, and urged them to fulfill the demand at the earliest.
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In a memorandum submitted to the HRD minister and Prime Minister, the Karnataka delegation had highlighted the
importance of establishing an IIT in Dharwad and had managed to elicit a positive response from the duo.

Hubballi-Dharwad West MLA Arvind Bellad said the finance minister’s announcement was a result of the pressure from
the BJP leaders from Karnataka.

He said the case of Dharwad as the location for IIT has been made to the HRD minister and Prime Minister and now it is
up to chief minister Siddaramaiah and higher education minister R V Deshpande to ensure that IIT comes up in
Dharwad.

“We have already identified 500 acres of land belonging to the KIADB near Mummigatti between Dharwad and Belagavi.
More land is available, if needed. As Dharwad has also been the growth centre for industries, it will be ideal for setting
up an lIT here. Climate, connectivity, infrastructure and educational environment are all favourable to establishing an
[IT. This will also address the problem of correcting the regional imbalance.

“Bengaluru already has an IIM and lISc and is already overcrowded. The proposed location for IIT near Mummigatti is
just an hours drive from Belagavi, and it is along the Pune-Bengaluru National Highway,” Arvind said.

Now that the Union finance minister Arun Jaitley has announced in his Budget that lIT will be established in Karnataka
Bengaluru, Mysuru and Hasan districts have also joined the race to get the IIT in their region.

Former vice chancellor of Mangaluru University Professor M | Savadatti welcomed the FM’s announcement and said
establishment of IIT between Dharwad and Belagavi would boost educational as well as industrial activities in the region
and help overall development of the region.

The people in North Karnataka cutting across the age barrier are using social media to mobilise support for an IIT in the
Dharwad region. The pressure is already mounting on elected representatives to fight for the cause. Those demanding a
separate statehood for North Karnataka have also joined hands.

Deforestation in Northern Hemisphere Affecting Indian
Monsoon: 11Sc Study

http://www.microfinancemonitor.com/2015/03/04/deforestation-in-northern-hemisphere-affecting-indian-
monsoon-iisc-study/

The green cover that was existing in the high altitude Northern Hemisphere in the 1750s is no more seen today
and the impact is visible in Indian monsoon getting affected, said 11Sc climate scientists attributing the fall in
monsoon rains to increased deforestation.
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The Bangalore-based Indian Institute of sciences (11Sc) centre said in the 1750s, only
about 7% of the global land area was under agriculture but it has gone up to one-third of global forest cover
being uprooted for agriculture and human dwelling now.

Bala Govindasamy, climate scientist and professor at the IISc’s Divecha Centre for Climate Change, and his
post-doctoral researcher N. Devaraju and another doctoral student, Angshuman Modak, together came to the
conlucsion after projecting the damage with a climate model to investigate the effects of large-scale
deforestation.

The simulation extracted from the study found that extensive deforestation just in the northern high latitudes
only affected temperate areas as well as the tropics.

Since the deforestation reduced rains in the monsoon regions of the northern hemisphere, India was affected the
most. The researchers said the global deforestation resulted in 18% reduction in its summer monsoon rains. But
the deforestation also led to an increase in rains over the southern hemisphere, especially South Africa, South
America and Australia, they noted.

Their findings have been published in the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences.

18 UGC-funded central universities introduce choice-based
credit system

http://www.firstpost.com/india/18-ugc-funded-central-universities-introduce-choice-based-credit-system-
2135413.html

New Delhi: As many as 18 UGC-funded central universities have introduced Choice Based Credit System
(CBCYS) at both undergraduate and postgraduate levels to bring about qualitative improvement in higher
education.

"The University Grants Commission has reported that 18 central universities funded by it introduced CBCS
both at undergraduate and postgraduate level. Other central universities are in different stages of
implementation of CBCS," Minister of State for HRD Ram Shankar Katheria said in Lok Sabha during
Question Hour.

He said the UGC has said it has been constantly persuading the universities to introduce academic reforms like
introduction of semester system, CBCS and grading, to bring about qualitative improvement in higher education
in the country.

Katheria said all state Ministers of higher and technical education endorsed the credit framework for skills and
the choice-based credit system at a meeting here in January.

The UGC would also conduct eight regional workshops from 20 March to 16 April so that all the universities
can be prepared and assisted in the implementation of CBCS, he said.
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Replying another question, Minister of State for HRD Upendra Kushwaha said under the Sarva Shiksha
Abhiyan, central funds were released to the state governments and UT administrations and they decide the
degree of devolution of funds to the local bodies, including for the sector of elementary education.

Raising a supplementary, BJP member SS Ahluwalia alleged that the West Bengal government has not been
releasing central funds given under the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan scheme to schools, leading to strong protests
from members of Trinamool Congress, ruling the state.

The Minister, however, said the central government has no role in how much and where a state government
would distribute the funds under the scheme.



